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it goes 250 miles, obviously it uses 121⁄2 gal-
lons of fuel and there is 21⁄2 gallons left, and
that was question A.

But here is the stunning thing. Let’s look
at the results. Let’s go to the next slide. Only
34 percent of American eighth graders got
that question right. Fifty percent of Korean
eighth graders got it right. Seventy percent
of eighth graders in Singapore got it right.
So if you lengthen the school year, maybe
you should work on specific math skills.

This has nothing to do with IQ. Nearly 100
percent of all the brains in the world will
process this problem. Do not worry about
whether we can do this. This is not an issue
of whether we can achieve this level of excel-
lence. We can easily do this. We just haven’t.

And when we deprive our children of the
capacity to do this, then there are all kinds
of other processes that they can’t absorb, and
it blunts their capacity to learn later. So I
want to see that number up at about 90, and
the only way to do it is to try, and to test
it. And we can do it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Robert C. Byrd High School. In
his remarks, he referred to Mary Helen Shields,
senior at Robert C. Byrd High School, who intro-
duced the President; Mayor Robert T. Flynn of
Clarksburg; Gov. Cecil H. Underwood and former
Gov. Gaston Caperton of West Virginia.
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The President. Thank you very much.
Well, did you see it?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. On the screen and the

Internet?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Well, you may have had

the better deal, because it’s cooler in here.
[Laughter] Let me thank Danny Phares for
his introduction. And I want to say I’m glad
to be here with Governor Underwood and
with Secretary of Education Dick Riley and
with Cleo Matthews, the president of the
State board of education. And you may have
heard me say that her daughter, Sylvia, who

is here today, is my Deputy Chief of Staff
in the White House and she graduated from
high school in Hinton, West Virginia.

So I think that’s a pretty good statement
of West Virginia’s education quality. And I
have to tell you, I did not have an auditorium
this nice when I was in high school. I love
this school. Congratulations on having a
beautiful, beautiful school.

You hear the town hall meeting—I’m just
going to come down here and shake hands
with anybody who wants to come down and
say hello. But I just want to say one thing
to all of you. We are about to enter not only
a new century but a new millennium, literally
a time which happens once every thousand
years. By coincidence, you are also entering
a period in our history which will be very
different from the past, different in the way
people work, different in the way people
learn, different in the way people relate to
each other. And it can be the greatest mo-
ment of human promise in all history. It may
be, if we do everything as we should, that
young people your age and those coming
along behind you will have more opportuni-
ties to live their dreams than any group of
people who ever lived.

But none of this will happen unless we
continue to put top priority on education,
continue to believe that all young people can
learn, and continue to be dedicated to the
proposition that everybody should have a
maximum opportunity to learn as much as
possible. So when you leave this high school,
I hope you will keep that conviction with you
for the rest of your lives and be dedicated
to the proposition that not only you but all
the young people coming behind you should
have those opportunities.

Thank you, God bless you, and good luck.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
theater at Robert C. Byrd High School. In his
remarks, he referred to Danny Phares, student
body president.
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Thank you, West Virginia. Thank you for
coming out today. It’s wonderful; thank you.


